
GREAT GRAPE GATHERING 2013 
 

The 2013 edition of the GGG was held on September 13, 14, and 15 at the National Warplane Museum Airfield 

in Geneseo, NY.  The weather gods weren’t totally kind to us again this year, but a little better than last year, I 

think.  Friday the 13
th

 lived up to its reputation as a bad omen and the contest was rained out.  The start was a 

little delayed because of the fact that golf carts had to be accepted and signed for on one side of the field whereas 

the headquarters shelter had to be placed at the other side, due to the Northwest wind.  Two flights were made, at 

the very start of the day, one in P-30 by an intrepid junior – Gregory Ballard – and one in Diesel Duration by Jim 

Coffin.  The rain then began in earnest and by 1:30 in the afternoon it became clear that no further flying would 

be practical that day.  Friday’s events were rolled 

into Saturday, with the exception of B/C Nostalgia 

Gas and E-36, which were rolled into Sunday’s 

schedule and the Vic Smeed event was rolled into 

both days.  About 28 people turned up for the Fish 

Fry on Friday evening and a very good time was had 

by all. 

 

Saturday morning showed some clearing of the 

weather, but there were still some light showers; by 

noon, however, the sky cleared completely and we 

enjoyed a sunny, but cool, afternoon.  There was a 

moderate wind from the Northwest, the same as it 

had been on Friday, so the flying line from the day 

before was retained, giving us the longest dimension of the field to fly over.  We were treated to the sight (and 

sound) of the Museum’s C47 (or DC3, Dakota, or whatever other name you know it by) taking off right behind 

our flight line.  Known as Whisky 7 this actual aircraft led the second wave of paratroopers dropped in France on 

D-Day.  It will be going back to Normandy next Spring to commemorate the 70
th

 Anniversary of that event. 

 

The model flying schedule was busy, 

with everyone trying to make up for the 

loss of a day.  A highlight of the GGG is 

the Ladies Cloud Tramp Mass Launch 

and this year was no exception.  There 

were many excellent flights made but, 

luckily, no lost aeroplanes this year. 

 

 

The Senator event saw the unusual instance of two people tied for 

second place although neither had a full slate of maxes.  Instead of 

opting for a fly-off Les Sayer and Ed Smith chose to settle the matter 

in the time-honoured manner of tossing a coin – Ed won!  A similar situation occurred in P-30 where Jim 

Moseley and Jim Mayes tied for first, even though they hadn’t a full slate of maxes.  They decided the matter 

with an unlimited fly-off which Jim Moseley won. 

 

A Cloud Tramp in flight. 
Photo: Mark Rzadca 

The Ladies Cloud Tramp Mass Launch 
Photo: Mark Rzadca 

Whisky 7 Takes off 
Photo: Eric Grigg 



On Saturday evening the banquet was held in one 

of the Museum hangars.  Organized once again by 

Heather Mollendorf, with assistance on the day 

from Pat Barlow, this event was a great success – 

attendance was slightly down from last year, 

which was a disappointment because this is not 

only a great social occasion but is the best deal in 

town - $10 for a half-chicken dinner with potato 

salad and green salad, and some of Heather’s 

scrumptious desserts afterwards.  A great time was 

had by the 36 who were there.  A surprise birthday 

cake was brought out at the end of the meal to 

celebrate Jim Smith’s 65
th

 – he acted coy and 

embarrassed but I think he enjoyed the thought, 

the rest of us certainly enjoyed sharing his cake!.  

Thanks to Richard and Pat Barlow for that 

contribution to the festivities. 

 

I was one of a number of people who suffered the temporary loss of a model in the downwind rain mist on 

Saturday morning.  My first flight in NFFS One-Design produced a stall, and consequently a poor time, from a 

model that I thought was ready, so I made an adjustment and put 

up a test flight.  The stall was corrected but then the short DT – 

didn’t.  The aeroplane was still quite high and a long way down 

the field when I lost sight of it in the mist – but it seemed to be on 

its way down.  Off I went with my trusty tracker but lo and 

behold – when I got to where I thought I had last seen it no signal 

was forthcoming.  I decided that the model must have caught 

some ‘air’ after it went OOS and must be a long way off the field, 

downwind.  I drove some distance further but couldn’t raise a 

signal.  Back at the field later in the afternoon, Brad and Ruth 

Ann Bane offered to take my tracker and try to find the model 

with the aid of a map, a compass, and the tracker.  Stopping on 

the road just off the field they at first got no signal, then suddenly 

a strong signal for a while, then nothing again.  They hunted 

through the area but didn’t get a signal again.  The next morning I 

went back to the same area and after searching for some time I 

got a VERY weak signal, this signal led me back towards the 

field and the corn to the East of the field!  Back at the flight line I 

now found that I had a strong signal (so much so that I briefly 

wondered whether I had forgotten to put the transmitter in the 

aeroplane, or whether someone else was using the same 

frequency).  It was soon evident, however, that this now-strong 

signal was coming from the direction of the corn.  Jim Mayes had 

a receiver that could be tuned to the same frequency as my transmitter and he offered to assist with the search.  

At the edge of the cornfield the signal seemed to be coming along a ditch that bordered it.  Once at the corner of 

the field the signal still appeared to be coming from the ditch, which had a 90 degree turn in it and was pointing 

back towards the flight line, along the edge of a potato field.  Just then something very strange happened.  The 

signal changed again and now appeared to be coming from a potato harvester that was trundling slowly down the 

field, some distance away, in a direction parallel to the ditch.  We momentarily suspected that the farmer might 

have picked the model up but then, as soon as the harvester passed us, the signal reverted to the ditch again!  

Further along in that direction we drew parallel with a tree and then the signal appeared to come from the tree, 

but there was no sign of the model in its branches.  A little further in that direction and there was the model, in 

plain sight, on the ground right behind a metal hangar building!  The hangar had almost completely masked the 

Richard Barlow with his beautifully built Senator 
Photo: Eric Grigg 

In the Hangar.  Jim Smith and his Birthday Cake. 
Photo: Patti Smith 



signal in the direction where I first started looking, then, as we got nearer the true location, it bounced the signal 

back to a tree, a moving harvester, a ditch, etc.  When Brad and Ruth Ann had got a signal at some distance from 

the field and then abruptly lost it I believe the signal must have been temporarily reflected to their position by a 

moving object (probably the harvester again).  Many thanks to all three who were instrumental in getting my 

model back to me.  How wonderful this technology is, but the moral of this story is – there can be strange 

behaviours, and not just from the fliers. 

 

Sunday dawned cool and sunny, with light winds from the South, so the headquarters shelter had to be moved.  

The wind strengthened somewhat through the day and by early afternoon it had veered to the West.  This didn’t 

restrict flying very much because we had set up at the Southwest end of the flyable area.  Maxes did get into the 

potato field, but the retrieve wasn’t too onerous. 

 

Joe Mollendorf is an engineering  professor at U 

of Buffalo and some of his students made the trip 

to Geneseo to see how their Prof spends his spare 

time.  I think they were impressed, and in some 

instances perhaps a little nonplussed, by the 

activity they witnessed.  Ours is not exactly a 

spectator sport but Joe and Brad did a good job of 

demonstrating what free flight is about.  In an 

unusual, but welcome, departure from the norm, 

Joe flew an unlimited glider built by his mentor, 

Vince Vilardo, to a win.  Well done Joe. 

 

In A Nostalgia a small duel erupted by mid-

afternoon, but the weather conspired to make it short-lived.  I had 3 maxes and had put the model away when 

Simon Blake started to fly the event and put in a couple of maxes.  Deciding that I had better try for a bit of a 

lead I put up a couple more maxes and then Simon put up another one.  I thought I had better put in yet another 

flight because I was going to need some time to prepare the prizes before the close of the event.  Inexplicably, 

even though the model climbed well and flipped into a nice glide transition, it promptly developed a significant 

stall in the glide and was down in well under 2 minutes.  Oddly, at about the same time, Brad Bane made his third 

towline glider flight and his model stalled too.  The door was now open for Simon and he put up his first fly-off 

flight – it stalled as well and was down in less than 2 minutes.  Our potential duel was short-lived.  It seemed as 

though the air had suddenly changed and many of us were consequently out of glide trim. 

 

The Perpetual Trophy Awards this year were swept by WNYFFS members.  Mark Rzadca outshone himself by 

winning both the Don Reid Memorial Award (highest Gollywock) and the Jim Anderson Memorial Trophy 

(highest aggregate rubber).  Jim deTar won the Jack McGillivray Achievement Award (highest FAC) and Brad 

Bane rounded out the triumphs by winning the Bob Gordon Trophy [again] (highest aggregate power).  

Congratulations to all three on their stellar performances. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brad Bane and his B Nos Dixielander with students from U of Buffalo. 
Photo: Eric Grigg

Mark Rzadca 
Photo: Bob Clemens 

Jim deTar 
Photo: Bob Clemens 

Brad Bane 
Photo: Melissa Bane 



 

 

Many thanks are due to our sponsors – almost all 

events were supported in this way this year.  

Special thanks to Hank Nystrom (Texas Timers) 

who donated one of his new Mini Max timers for 

the winner of the 020 Replica event and a motor 

and Graupner folding prop for the winner of the 

E-36 event.  My thanks are also owed to the 

many people who assisted with the running of 

this meet.  Jim Moseley and Jim DeTar, who 

acted as Event Directors for the 

AMA/SAM/NFFS events and the FAC events 

respectively; Lyle Whitford who was our CD of 

record and handled matters with the AMA, as 

well as erecting the sign at the laneway and 

taking down the flightline at the close of the 

meet; the many hands who helped with erecting, 

moving, and dismantling the headquarters 

shelter, especially Gerry Litschi and Al Timko; and the helpers at the headquarters table – my wife Sally, Janet 

Moseley, Jean Sayer and others.  All of you contributed to making this year’s GGG a success – which it was, 

despite the inclement start.  Attendance was good this year – with a total of 37 entries – and every event had at 

least one flier, except for the Junior HL Glider, a new event for us.  Dates are set for next year – September 12-

14, 2014 – so put this in your calendar and start planning your triumphs.  If anyone has any suggestions for 

improvements next year please let me know – you have my email info. 

 

Roy E. Smith, MAAC 7759, Contest Manager 

 

Here is a collage of photos from the event, to revive memories and maybe inspire some ambitions for next year; 

the building season is almost upon us!  The contest results are listed after the pictures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ruth Ann Bane, Sally Smith, and Miriam Morris at the HQ Tent. 
Photo: Eric Griggs 

Jim deTar 
Photo: Bob Clemens 

Bob Clemens and colourful 
Cloud Tramp 

Garry Hunter launches 
in style 

Brad BANE launches .020 – Ruth Ann has 
the watch 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim Smith fires up 

Jean’s having fun! 

Les surveys the cloud 
tramps 

Bonnie Myers times for Don 

Bonnie Myers and Patti Smith enjoy a golf cart excursion 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Lyle Whitford demonstrates why a blast tube is 
essential 

Cynthia Sherwood gets ready to time for Jack 
Barker 

Pat Barlow brings out Jim’s cake 

Simon blake retrieves his banshee 



 

RESULTS 
 

Saturday, September 14
th

 
 

½A Nostalgia Gas 

 

Joe Mollendorf 

85 66 120   291 

Jack Barker 

 40 91 38   169 

Don Myers 

 27 21 52   100 

 

.020 Replica/ ¼A Nostalgia Gas 

 

Brad Bane 

 115 120 120   355 

 

Diesel Duration 

 

Jim Moseley 

 119 55 42   216 

Jim Coffin 

120 120 

 

P-30 

 

Jim Moseley 

 90 120 120 199  529 

Jim Mayes 

 120 120 90 139  469 

Mark Rzadca 

 67 120 120   307 

Lyle Whitford 

 103 120 71   294 

Bob Clemens 

120 120 

Gregory Ballard 

91 91 

 

Junior HL Glider 

 

No entries 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cloud Tramp 
(highest and lowest discarded) 

 

Les Sayer 

 64 88 68 104 78 

111     338 

Bob Clemens 

 75 118 100 66 117 292 

Richard Barlow 

 47 46 68 66 68 

55 236 

Vic Nippert 

 48 72 54   54 

 

HL/CL Glider Combined 
(best 3 of 6) 

 

Joe Mollendorf 

 64 5 117 33 98 

45 279 

Jim Smith 

 20 24 75 28 26 

120 223 

Vic Nippert 

 28 57 61 97 45 

30 215 

Bob Morris 

87 56 26 24 25  

33     176 

Lyle Whitford 

 18 28 43 35 71 

 37     151 

Jim Moseley 

 12 36 27 35 40 

29 111 

Don Myers 

 22 17 19 25 25 

26 76 

Richard Barlow 

 5 26 5 36 4 

8 70 

Les Sayer 

 16 6 26 10 10 

16 58 

 

 



Senator 

 

Richard Barlow 

 120 120 85   325 

Ed Smith 

 69 116 120   305 

Les Sayer 

 89 119 97   305 

Sam Burke 

 65 115 120   300 

 

½A Classic Gas 

 

Jean Pailet 

120 120 

 

NFFS ½A One Design Combo 

 

Joe Mollendorf 

 71 120 77   268 

Brad Bane 

 67 104 71   242 

Roy Smith 

79 79 

 

Nostalgia Rubber 

 

Al Timko 

 120 120 95   335 

Bob Clemens 

47     47 

 

SAM Small Rubber Stick 

 

Mark Rzadca 

 92 106 106   304 

Al Timko 

 120 68 72   260 

Bob Langelius 

 64 36 120   220 

 

SAM Large Rubber Stick 

 

Jerry Litschi 

 120 50 120   290 

Ted Lewis 

 69 74    143 

 

Ladies Cloud Tramp Mass Launch 

 

Jean Sayer     1
st
 

Pat Barlow     2
nd

 

Bonnie Myers     3
rd

 

 

½A Texaco 

 

Sam Burke 

 9.53 6.34 4.53   21.20 

David Acton 

 1.28 4.25 3.01   8.54 

Bob Morris 

5.42 5.42 

Bob Langelius 

0.42 0.42 

 

FAC No-Cal 

 

Jim deTar 

 203 304    507 

Mark Rzadca 

 111 151    262 

Jim Coffin 

 48 42 64   154 

Vic Nippert 

 48 66 30   144 

Mark Rzadca 

 49 51 21   121 

Vic Nippert 

120 120 

 

FAC Embryo Endurance 

         Bonus 

Jerry Crawmer 

 120 120 120  9 369 

Mark Rzadca 

 61 77 74  9 221 

Bob Clemens 

 45 62   9 116 

Jim deTar 

 100    9 109 

 

FAC Earl Stahl 

          Bonus 

Garry Hunter 

 120 73 120  - 313 

Jim deTar 

 91 87 94  15 287 

Sam Burke 

 51 59 120  - 230 

Jim deTar 

 55 73 55  10 193 

Vic Nippert 

 52 69 57  10 188 

 

 



FAC OT Gas Replica 

 

Vic Nippert     5 

Sam Burke     23 

Bob Clemens     26 

Mark Rzadca     62 

 

FAC Golden Age Combined 

 

Jim deTar 

 79 120 69   268 

Vic Nippert 

 106 73 51   230 

Bob Clemens 

61 61 

 

FAC 2 Bit Plus 1 

 

Jim deTar 

 113 120 120   353 

Bob Morris 

 44 104 120   264 

Mark Rzadca 

 87 120 39   246 

 

FAC Combined Race Planes 

 

Jerry Crawmer     1
st
 

Jim deTar     2
nd

 

Vic Nippert     3
rd

 

Jack Barker     4
th

 

 

 

Sunday, September 15
th

 
 

Vic Smeed Design 

 

Richard Barlow 

 23 46 42   111 

 

E-36 Electric 

 

Dick Ivers 

 90 90 90 90 73 443 

Jim Coffin 

 88 54 47   190 

David Lacey 

 62 42 48   152 

 

B/C Nostalgia Gas 

 

Brad Bane 

 120 120 120   360 

 

A Nostalgia Gas 

 

Roy Smith 

 120 120 120 120 120 

85 685 

Simon Blake 

 120 120 120 58  418 

Jim Smith 

 50 120 49   219 

Don Myers 

 40 48 51   149 

 

 

 

AMA ABC Gas 

 

Brad Bane 

 120 120 120   360 

Jim Smith 

 90 61 120   271 

Roy Smith 

75 75 

 

ABC Ignition 

 

Simon Blake 

 86 89 107   282 

Jack Barker 

 34 75 93   202 

 

Unlimited Towline Glider 

 

Vince Vilardo (flown proxy by Joe Mollendorf) 

 88 61 133   282 

Jim Moseley 

 80 85 105   270 

Brad Bane 

 61 99 95   255 

 

SAM Small Rubber Fuselage 

 

Mark Rzadca 

 102 117 120   339 

Bob Clemens 

 80 117 92   289 

 



SAM Large Rubber Fuselage 

 

Ted Lewis 

 56 61 62   179 

 

SAM Commercial Rubber 

 

Mark Rzadca 

 120 120 120   360 

Bob Morris 

 65 59 105   229 

Bob Clemens 

 67 99 60   226 

Bob Hammett 

 68 81 51   200 

 

Mulvihill/Unlimited Rubber 

 

Jim Moseley 

 120 100 120   340 

 

FAC Rubber Scale 

 

Jim deTar     1
st
 

Vic Nippert     2
nd

 

Jerry Crawmer     3
rd

 

 

FAC Dime Scale 

 

Jim deTar 

 84 104 98  15 301 

Mark Rzadca 

 61 71 76  15 223 

Jack Barker 

 40 50 40  15 145 

 

FAC Simplified Scale 

 

Jim deTar     76 

Bob Clemens     60 

 

 
GRAND CHAMPION AWARDS 

 

Bob Gordon Memorial Trophy 

 

Brad Bane (1317)    1
st
 

Roy Smith (839)    2
nd

 

Simon Blake (700)    3
rd

 

 

Jim Anderson Memorial Trophy 

 

Mark Rzadca (1006)    1
st
 

Jim Moseley (869)    2
nd

 

Bob Clemens (625)    3
rd

 

 

Jack McGillivray Achievement Award 

 

Jim deTar (26)     1
st 

Vic Nippert (12)    2
nd

 

Jerry Crawmer  (9)    3
rd

 

 

 

Don Reid Memorial Trophy 

 

Mark Rzadca     1
st
 


